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THE GUIDANCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
The guidance of the Holy Spirit is a controversial topic on which believers hold a wide variety of opinions.
It is common to hear Christians defend their decisions by saying “the Lord directed me.” Sometimes we say
explicitly that the Lord told us to do something, while at other times we speak of the Lord “opening doors”
or “laying a thought or a matter on our heart.” 

We are so used to hearing these words that we do not often stop to consider what is being claimed. Ministers
often tell us that the Lord “laid” a particular text upon their hearts and that is why they are preaching it that
morning, at church meetings we hear men speak of the Lord calling them into the ministry, and at prayer
meetings the leader may exhort those present to pray “as the Lord leads you.”

We are perhaps ready to admit that there may be problems here. After all, most of us have encountered peo-
ple who claim to have been led by the Lord into some business venture that seems highly risky, even unethi-
cal; or to undertake some ministry for which the person appears highly unsuited. I have a minister friend
who referred to the married woman with whom he had an affair, as “God’s gift to him.” He was claiming by
this statement that God had led him into that relationship which betrayed both his wife and his ministry. It
is clear that minister was wrong. But, then, how do we know that some other minister got his text directly
from God for that Sunday morning, or that the Lord really did tell another young man to become a minister?

Now I absolutely believe that God is at work in people’s lives, and that the Holy Spirit dwells in all believ-
ers. However, I also believe that direct, mystical guidance is not promised us in Holy Scripture—indeed, we
are told to find guidance for living in very different ways than to expect it to be given us directly by the
Holy Spirit’s speaking. Further, we are never told in Holy Scripture how to know whether God is speaking to
us, or whether it is the Devil (who, after all, is accustomed to disguising himself as an angel of light) or our
own inner voice and desires.

Let us begin to address this issue by looking at what Scripture has to say about the will of God. The Bible
uses the word “will” and the idea of the “will of God” in two different ways. 

God’s Plan
Sometimes God’s “will” means God’s counsel—His sovereign plan according to which all things unfold in
the world. This may mean from the divine point of view such as in Ephesians 1:11, “...according to the plan
of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his own will,” or from the point of view
of mankind such as in 1 Peter 4:19 “...those who suffer according to God’s will.”
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God’s Commands
At other times the Bible uses that word and idea to refer to the revealed will of God or His commands such
as in 1 Thessalonians 4:3 “...it is God’s will that you should be holy.” While the Bible uses the term “will”
and the idea of the will of God in these two ways, evangelical Christians use the idea in three ways. The
problem is that the third way—that of “finding God’s will” by mystically discovering what God wants us to
do—does not appear in Holy Scripture. 

What people often mean when they speak of “finding God’s will” is that there is a plan that God has for our
lives which we will live if only, at every fork in the road, we make the right choice. When we make the
wrong choice and are “out of God’s will” (meaning not that we have broken some commandment but that
we have made a choice God didn’t intend for us to make) then we think we are off the path God planned. It
thus becomes very important to learn what choices God wants us to make: where to go to college, whom to
marry, what job to take, where to live, what house to buy, etc. 

But, how are we to know the right choice? The Bible does not reveal which job offer to take or what man or
woman to marry.  It is at this point that this expectation of immediate guidance, given directly to the soul by
the Lord, comes into play. And it is for this reason that people believe in such guidance so strongly. If we
have to know what choices to make, then we think somehow God must tell us.

This is exactly the view of divine guidance widely held in the Ancient Near East during the time of the Old
Testament writings. The ancient world was thoroughly absorbed in the pursuit of knowing the will of the
gods so that man might choose wisely. In early pagan religions, divination (the science of discovering the
intentions of the gods ahead of time) was a highly developed science whose practitioners were some of the
most important members of any court. 

However, the Bible forbids divination. Deut. 18:10: “Let no one be found among you who sacrifices his son
or daughter in the fire, who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens...etc.” The Bible does not teach
that our lives depend for their good and blessing on inside information obtained in this way. Its view of guid-
ance is completely different than that of the pagan religions. 

It is certainly true that God has communicated directly to men by means of visions, dreams, voices from
heaven, and other means. But to whom were such revelations given? Not to ordinary believers but to
prophets, apostles, and the like.

Gideon is one example of an Old Testament saint who sought special guidance from the Lord by placing a
fleece on the ground for two consecutive nights. One night he asked the Lord to keep the fleece dry and the
ground wet, the next night he asked for the opposite. He did this to assure himself of the rightness of what
he was about to do, and his prayers were answered. But in recording this, the Bible is far from saying that we
will be given the same guidance. Gideon was about to kill large numbers of human beings in the prosecution
of a holy war. It was a different situation from that which most Christians face in their lives, and he had a
very different office than anyone in the modern church.

I grew up hearing a great deal about such “fleeces.” When people needed to know what God wanted them to
do, they would say they were “laying out a fleece.” But, of course, they did no such thing. They would tell
the Lord that whoever called them next was the one they should marry, or if the coin turned up heads they
should go to college. However, these are eventualities that would ordinarily occur. 
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It was the casting of a lot that convinced the 18th-century preacher John Wesley that he should print his
sermon against the American evangelist George Whitefield and the doctrine of sovereign grace. This sermon
did significant harm to the unity of the Great Awakening, but Wesley felt that the lot was proof that his
views were true and Whitefield’s were false. If you want to lay out a fleece, do what Gideon did! And you
will find the dew on both the fleece and the ground for two nights running. 

Christian ethics, the living of a holy life, the doing of the right thing never in Scripture requires us to know
information that God has about the future. Rather the Bible has a very different doctrine of guidance and of
decision-making. The basic ingredients of the Bible’s doctrine of guidance are these:

THE SUFFICIENCY OF SCRIPTURE
In 2 Tim. 3:16-17 Paul says that the Scriptures “thoroughly furnish the man of God for every good work.”
When the Bible is properly understood, a Christian man or woman has all the principles of conduct for him
or her to make a wise and godly decision. The Bible is sufficient and therefore rules over whatever impres-
sions we may otherwise gather from our circumstances. David, for example, chose to keep God’s law in not
killing Saul even when he might have concluded from the circumstances—Saul being placed at David’s
mercy on two separate occasions—that the Lord had given Saul into his hand (1 Sam. 24; 26).

There is a comprehensive ethic taught in the Scriptures. It covers behavior, motives, attitudes, customs,
habits, and every other aspect of human activity. Every decision we ever make is addressed in a variety of
ways in the Scripture. With what choice may I best love the Lord with all my heart or my neighbor as
myself? With what choice do I best hunger and thirst for righteousness? With what choice do I best place the
interests of others above my own?

Much of what passes for guidance in the evangelical church today is actually very dismissive of Scripture. A
husband and wife make the choice for the schooling of their child by waiting for the leading of the Lord as if
God has not spoken in such clear ways in His Word as to give parents all the information they need to
honor Him. A young man or woman chooses a partner for marriage because of feelings they are sure come
from the Lord, when the decision must be made in defiance of various teachings of the Bible, the will of par-
ents, or the counsel of the elders. 

The first place to seek God’s will is in Scripture, but it is true that we must consider how to apply these
Scriptural truths. That requires… 

EXERCISING PRUDENCE AND SOUND JUDGMENT 
We may define sound judgment as a biblical mind evaluating circumstances. You see this practiced often in
the Bible.

Paul decided to remain in Corinth because the Lord spoke to him in a vision telling him that He had many
people in that city to be called to faith in Christ, but that is the exception, not the rule. In most cases Paul
seemed to make his decisions based on judgment of the circumstances. He remained in Ephesus because he
says, “a great door for effective work has opened to me. . .”(1 Cor. 16:9). In other cases he moved on because
there was no such door for effective work. There is no hint in these cases that he received a vision. Indeed,
it seems visions and special revelations were given to him when God intended him to do what sound judg-
ment would not have led him to do.
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SEEKING GODLY COUNSEL
In Proverbs we read of another ingredient in a biblical doctrine of guidance—the need for godly counselors.
Proverbs 15:22 tells us, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.” We see so nar-
rowly and are greatly affected by our own biases and prejudices. But consulting a circle of wise men and
women will give us much more insight than we could ever gain on our own. In 1 Kings 12, King Rehoboam
failed because he followed only the counsel that agreed with his own tendencies, or, in other words, he did
not really seek counsel at all. 

Even the apostles practiced this rule. The Jerusalem council involved the collective decision of many minds
thinking together, arguing back and forth and coming at last to a considered judgment (Acts 15).

PRAYING
As with everything else in the Christian life, we are to depend for right choices and decisions upon the help
of the Lord. Psalm 25:5 says, “Show me your ways, 

O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior and my hope
is in you all day long.” If you read this entire Psalm, it is very clear that the Psalmist is not simply interested
in discrete bits of information needed for the making of decisions, but rather that the Lord would write His
Word upon his heart, purify his heart, and grant him a sense of constant dependence upon the Lord. Right
thinking, wise choosing, and godly living are the very blessings prayer is appointed to convey. Then there is
also a great deal of practical direction to be found through prayer. If a course of action is agreeable to God’s
Word, has the support of godly counsel, and seems in all respects prudent, but is not possible for want of
resources or opportunity, we must pray. If God gives us what we need, surely we can say that we are encour-
aged to proceed. If, on the other hand, a godly course of action is planned but in answer to our prayers, that
course of action is denied us in some way, are we not dealing with the Lord in that as well?

What is more, the life of prayer keeps us in a godly mind, a mind that blends with outward life while keep-
ing at the Lord’s side, the very kind of mind that is best suited to a consecrated life.

RESPONSIBLY EXERCISING THE LIBERTY GOD HAS GIVEN
Taking the Bible as a whole, it is clear that God has left to us a vast liberty of choices and decisions. He does
not tell us how to earn a living, how much education to obtain, whom to marry, where to live, or what
church to attend. His Word directs us to a point in regard to all of these choices, but only to a point.

Now, it is true that once we confess God’s absolute sovereignty over every detail of our lives, we immediately
recognize that the Lord does in fact direct our steps in many more ways and more profoundly than we often
realize. Acts 17:26 tells us He has “determined the times set for us and the exact places where we should
live.” 

But this lies beneath and behind our own thinking and choosing. God leaves us free to make those choices,
and He weaves the free exercise of our wills into His eternal plan. Insofar as the choices we make are not
contrary to His Word, we are at liberty to choose many different things according to our likes, preferences,
or pleasures. God has left us free to exercise genuine freedom. He commands only that we choose wisely and
well, according to His Word, though we are reminded that even when we do not, we do not escape the
divine will or frustrate His plan.



TRUSTING IN GOD’S BLESSINGS
When we walk with the Lord, seeking always to do His pleasure, He promises to bless us. That is all we need
to know. The blessing may come in the form of trial or in the form of prosperity. That is God’s business, not
ours.

This is the view of guidance we are given, for example, in Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your
paths straight.” You see, it doesn’t say, “Find out what the paths are supposed to be and walk in those.” It
says, “Follow the Lord, remain near to Him, trust His Word to guide you aright, and you can count on the
Lord blessing your life no matter what course He may have decided it will take.”

The danger here can be illustrated through the life of an individual I knew who was stricken with a fatal dis-
ease. The person shared with me and others that the Lord had revealed by means of a strong impression that
healing would take place. Even as severe physical deterioration gave us every indication that the doctors’
prognoses were correct, my friend continued to act and speak as though healing would occur.

The death of this individual came about, contrary to what the so-called guidance had indicated. As I look
back on this event, I see how this view of guidance prevented my friend from a significant work in the
Christian life—namely to die well, giving glory to God who gives and takes away, and to leave this world
confessing before all that “the Judge of all the earth does right” and that, in Christ, “to die is gain!”

It is wise to seek the best medical advice and treatment available, to pray earnestly for healing and strength,
and to call upon the elders to pray. But, a time comes when it becomes an act of submission to accept that
God intends for you to die. Prayers should then shift their focus and seek the grace to die well, asking the
Lord to draw near. If the Lord’s love is shed abroad in a Christian’s heart, anything can be faced with grace,
faith, hope, and love.

I do not seek any diminishment whatsoever of the mystical dimension of our faith. The nearness of God is
our good, as the Psalmist puts it. His prayers open opportunities before us in some cases and close them in
others. Each day is a matter of walking with God and dealing with Him in respect to everything in our daily
lives. We ask Him for His provision and change our plans as our prayers are heard or our requests denied.

You see! Indeed this is faith—to live with advance knowledge is not. To trust the Lord to keep His Word to
us—no matter what our circumstances may be—to rest content to live by His Word come wind, come
weather, that is faith! 

This article originally appeared in Covenant magazine, the quarterly magazine of Covenant Theological Seminary. Reprint permission is
available upon request by e-mailing covenant@covenantseminary.edu. Begin a free subscription to Covenant magazine at
www.covenantseminary.edu/contactus/subscription.asp.
© 2003 Covenant Theological Seminary.
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A number of years ago, my family had the wonderful experience of spending a year at a cabin
in the woods while I was on a writing sabbatical. We chose a cabin about an hour from St.
Louis so we could be far enough away from normal seminary operations for me to get my writ-
ing done, while still being close enough to St. Louis for my wife, Kathy, to perform her job as
choir director at our church.

One Wednesday night after choir rehearsal, Kathy called me to say that she and the children were going to
try to make it back out to the cabin despite the fact that it was snowing. The snow had not been falling for
long and the highways should still be passable. The only problem would be the two miles of twisting, hilly,
country lanes that led up to the cabin—lanes that got slippery fast and had more than one treacherous turn.
We decided she should come ahead, and that I would hike out to the main road to meet her. 

As soon as I began hiking to the main road, I realized we were in trouble. The snow was coming far faster
than we had anticipated, and it was rapidly covering those country lanes from edge to edge. By the time
Kathy arrived at our meeting point, you could not even tell that there was a road. I got into the van, and we
began to inch our way forward. We discovered that we could still see the fence lines that ran down the sides.
Even though the road ahead was not clear, we could stay on track by staying between the fences. 

In all my years of pastoring–both in the church and at Covenant Seminary–there is one question that has
been asked of me more frequently than all others combined: “How do I know God’s will?” I do not have an
exhaustive answer for this question, but a passage to which I have repeatedly turned is I Thessalonians 4. For
me this chapter gives guidelines similar to those which directed my family through those snowy lanes. It does
not remove all obscurity regarding what is ahead, but it does tell us what we must do to stay in God’s
will–keep between the fences. 

THE FENCE OF CHRISTIAN RIGHTEOUSNESS
The first fence that guides us in God’s will is the fence of Christian righteousness. Our first question when
making a decision or considering an option is, “Is it righteous?” If a certain choice will cause us to participate
in unrighteousness–either because what we are seeking is wrong, or what will be needed to get there is
wrong–then that is a wrong path even if the destination is right. 

Staying within the fence line of righteousness requires us to do two things: honor God’s authority, and obey
His standards. 

Honoring God’s Authority



In the opening verses of 1 Thessalonians 4, Paul reminds us of the authority behind the standards he will
give. “For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus” (vs. 2). The apostle
makes such a point of the authority of his instruction for the ancient church and for us because he wants to
remind us that staying in God’s path is not right merely because we walked this way in the past, nor because
we like the path in the present, but because the path has been laid by a higher authority. The Biblical path
may seem to lead into a valley; it may not feel right; and we may strike some potholes along the way. Still,
the path indicated by God is the proper path. 

If we do not understand that the instructions of God’s Word are more authoritative than personal priorities
or feelings, then we will not be prepared to do what God requires.

Obeying God’s Standards
What do you know without question is God’s will for you? Does God want you go to Timbuktu or marry
Nancy Sue? Usually we cannot speak with total certainty about such issues, but we can know with certainty
God’s will as stated in Scripture. Paul’s words in 1Thessalonians 4:3 tell us: “It is God’s will that you should
be sanctified.” God’s will is that you should be more like Him, of this you should have no doubt. Nor should
you doubt how God expects for this increase of His likeness to occur in you–by obeying His standards.  We
see in verses three through five of this passage standards related primarily to sexual purity:

It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you
should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the hea-
then, who do not know God; and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of
him. The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you. (1 Thess. 4:3-
6)

But these verses reveal to us other values that God wishes us to heed as well. The call to sexual purity is ini-
tially a call to be mindful of one’s self (vss. 3-4), but then in verse 6 Paul tells us that we should be pure out
of concern for others: “and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.”
Sexual immorality affects other people as well as ourselves as present or future spouses are robbed of the puri-
ty and unity that God intends for marriage. God’s standards require us to obey Him and to consider the
impact of our actions on others.

After giving the Thessalonians the prohibition, Paul adds the warning of God’s judgment as a reason to heed
God’s moral standards (v. 6). Thus Paul makes it quite clear in this passage that once God has addressed an
issue, then His will is for you to do as He has instructed. This is just as true for issues addressed in other parts
of Scripture. We do not need to wonder if it is God’s will for us to remain sexually pure, deal honestly in our
business practices, or love our spouses. God has answered these questions. The Christian who wants a sign in
the heavens to confirm that he should be faithful to his wife, or take a job with a company known for uneth-
ical business dealings is seeking to read God’s will inthe wrong places. What God has already said about
these matters is authoritative and is not going to change. 

But what if specific instruction has not already been given? If God has not addressed the issue, do not pre-
tend that He has. Only God’s standards have the force of moral imperative. 

I hear many Christians giving moral status to “life options” rather than “life standards.” They say, “I do not
know what to do, I have these two options, and I can only pick one. I must know God’s will, because I do
not want to be out of God’s will.” In saying as much they give the status of right or wrong–moral or
immoral–to life options. This is dangerous. 
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First, such an assessment can create choice paralysis–doing nothing because something might be wrong.
Second, assigning moral status to life options causes us to add new standards to God’s Word where we have
no authority to do so. It is far better to rejoice that God has given us options, a blessing of multiple right
choices, than to condemn an option as evil without the warrant of God’s Word. 

We must also remember that if each of the options is righteous, then we are not to become lawgivers and
condemn that which God has not condemned. But the fact that more than one option can be righteous now
leads to another question. If there are two righteous options, then how do I choose between them?

THE FENCE OF CHRISTIAN PRUDENCE 
Christian prudence does not allow us to dispense with issues of right and wrong. Rather, prudence involves
using Biblical principles and priorities to make wise choices among righteous options. The fence of right-
eousness keeps us on the road of God’s will, but prudence can help us stay in the lane which is best for us.

As Paul continues in 1 Thessalonians 4, he moves to a different category of instruction. Whereas the early
verses (3-8) were prohibitions against immorality and taking advantage of others, the later verses (9-12) give
instructions about matters that involve judgment by weighing priorities in the heart:

Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to
love each other. And in fact, you do love all the brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers,
to do so more and more. Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to work
with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you
will not be dependent on anybody. (1 Thess. 4:9-12)

The first question to consider in prudentially weighing an action is:

Is It Loving?
We cannot make Christian decisions without Christian priorities in place, chief of which is God’s command
to love others. This means that concern for self becomes secondary to the needs of others. 

Are you willing to consider the good of others, and how this decision may impact them? Are you willing to
suffer hardship for the sake of their good, and for their knowledge of the gospel? 

These are not always easy questions to answer. They may require a deep searching of the heart, so Paul gives
us further means to evaluate the appropriateness of our actions. We also need to ask:

Is it self-promoting?
Is what you are considering a legitimate pursuit for a Christian? Does it honor God? Does it respect others?
Does it challenge you? If we are seeking God’s will, we will ask if what we are considering honors God rather
than whether it brings honor to ourselves. After all, Paul says that it should be our ambition to lead a quiet
life (vs.11)–some commentators summarize that it should be our ambition to have no ambition. 

How do we discern places of service that are consistent with our callings whether we receive glory or not?
Ask this:

Is it responsible?
Responsible actions come when we consider if our choices create damage or dependence. Paul says to engage



in legitimate work “so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders” (vs. 12). The words remind us
that the way that we conduct ourselves bears testimony of the gospel. When ambition causes us to disregard
others or take advantage of them for personal benefit, then we damage the testimony of the gospel. God
requires us to consider the impact our choices have on others. 

Does it create dependence?
The last thing Paul gives us to consider when making a choice is not merely that we walk so as not to create
damage to the gospel, but that we ask whether our choice creates dependence.  Paul says to engage in legiti-
mate work “so that you will not be dependent on anybody” (vs.12). Paul’s obvious caution is that we should
be using our gifts for the good of the gospel, rather than depending on the gifts of others to serve our inter-
ests. 

As you make decisions, you must answer whether you are a giver or a taker. Will you be applying your gifts
to a greater effort or using others for self? This kind of question requires deep searching of the motives of the
heart as well as thoughtful consideration of one’s gifts and how they can best be used for God’s purposes. In
essence, this gives us the final piece of the puzzle of prudence: Does the choice we are considering provide us
the best opportunity to serve the purposes of the gospel rather than to be served? 

Do not depend on external signs of which way the birds fly, or neon verses lighting up in the sky. Do not
look to subjective feelings of pressure or peace (people can feel peace about a great many unwise decisions).
Rather make decisions that are righteous and prudent. Consider first whether the course of action  you are
considering is within the fence of righteousness, then consider it in the light of the needs of God’s people,
the promotion of His gospel, and the nature of your gifts. Such considerations may require much prayer, the
counsel of fellow Christians, and deep searching of God’s Word to uncover the motives of our hearts. Still,
God is more honored by such dependence on Him than by dependence on chance signs. 

What if after all this you still do not know the “right” choice? Then return to the first verse of Thessalonians
4. Paul urges us to walk in the ways that please God “in the Lord Jesus.” These words should be your best
comfort. Remember what your position is. You are in Christ Jesus not because you walk into His will, but
because as a child of God you are in His care wherever you walk. Trust Him in this. As you make choices in
accord with righteousness and prudence, the God who holds you will direct your path. If the step is a mis-
step, He will correct it. Do what is right and wise, and trust God to take care of the rest. You are in Him,
and whatever road you take, it is still in His care. 

This article originally appeared in Covenant magazine, the quarterly magazine of Covenant Theological Seminary.
Reprint permission is available upon request by e-mailing covenant@covenantseminary.edu. Begin a free subscription
to Covenant magazine at www.covenantseminary.edu/contactus/subscription.asp.
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Sermon for Sunday, September 2, 2007 
Dr. Dan Doriani 

 
THE CALL: WORK, PLACE AND IDENTITY 

 
David Wilcox is a singer/song-writer of some note. In an interview, he said that when he picked 

up the guitar, "it took hold of me as if it knew something about me." He held lots of jobs while he was 
learning to play, but his guitar was always with him. One summer he led an Atlantic-to-Pacific bicycle 
trip, pulling the guitar behind him in a tiny trailer. He played on street corners, in restaurants, at small 
clubs, playing for anyone willing to listen to his music. Wilcox is well-known today, but for years his 
gifts and his paying job were separate.  
 

"It took hold of me." Surely we want that for our work. Ideally, we love our work. Musicians love 
to perform, bakers delight to make crusts, engineers yearn to solve problems. But how do we find the job 
we love? Is there a perfect job out there, waiting for us, a job God designed us to do? If so, how can we 
find it?  
 

To answer that, we need a concept of calling. Christians sometimes think our calling is our job - or 
our ideal job. But the Bible speaks of calling in two principal ways. The first is the "general call," one all 
Christians share, the call to Christ. The second is the "particular call." That may be our ideal job. Or it 
may lead to a place of service that God appoints, even if it is not our first choice. We may seek the perfect 
job, but not everyone finds it. And if not, we need to rest in the blessings of our general call and be 
content in the place God grants us.  
 
The first calling: The call to Christ 
 
 In the past, people didn't switch jobs much. Farmers generally remained farmers for life. Naturally 
enough, wise people sought counsel before settling on their life's work. When theologians first spoke of 
"calling" they meant the call to ministry. 
 
 After the Reformation, pastors studied the biblical teaching and found that when the Bible talks 
about calling, it primarily speaks of God calling people to himself. Second, it sometimes describes the call 
to a place or a task. 
 
 In fact, we have three "callings." God calls each of us to places and tasks he gives each person. 
This is our "particular call," the call to our distinctive life work. It actually has two parts: the call to work 
and the call to a place or a set of circumstances. 
 
 But we also hear a "general call." It is the same for everyone. God calls all believers to the same 
faith, obedience, holiness and godliness. Paul especially describes the blessings and duties of the Christian 
life as a call. Listen to the calling all Christians share: 
 
We are "called to belong to Jesus Christ" (Romans 1:6). 
We are "called according to his purpose…to be conformed to the likeness of [God's] Son" (Romans 8:29). 
We are called to "share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ" (2 Thessalonians 2:14). 
We are "called into fellowship with Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Corinthians 1:9). 
 
 If God called all of us into fellowship with Christ, then all Christians have the same call: to know 
God and to live for him. Whatever the differences between our gifts and experiences, we all have the 
same basic purpose or "call." 
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 Christian, this is who you are. We will talk about work in a moment. Please know that so many 
people find their identity in their work. But it's a dangerous thing. If you find your identity in your work, 
you let an outside thing define you, integrate you, give your life wholeness and meaning. But our work is 
too unstable. When your work is disappointing to you, what then? When a change is forced on you, what 
then? Your identity in Christ is far more solid because it never changes. He loves you as you are, flaws 
and all. He never fails us. 
 
The second calling: The call to work  
 
 God also issues a "particular call" to each person. The Lord distributed gifts and designed a role 
for each of his children. Our particular call is unique to us. For example, Paul says he was "called to be an 
apostle" (Romans 1:1, 1 Corinthians 1:1). He became God's "chosen instrument" to carry his name to the 
Gentiles, to preach on the frontiers, "where Christ was not known" (Acts 9:15, Romans 11:13, 15:20).  
 
 God also called prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah and Amos to their positions, sometimes 
dramatically (Isaiah 6:1-11, Jeremiah 1:1-19, Amos 7:12-15). He chose Moses to lead his people out of 
Egypt (Exodus 3-4). He called David (1 Samuel 16) to reign in Israel. 
 
 You may notice that this list runs from spiritual callings (apostle, prophet) to noble ones (king) but 
does not mention farmers, shepherds or merchants. Indeed, the Bible does not mention the calling of 
farmers, but God is not indifferent to them. Rather, Scripture does not list them because the Bible is the 
history of redemption, where prophets and kings loom large. The Lord certainly notices our daily work – 
every word and deed. Sadly, not all Christians see this.  
 
 Christians who manufacture, sell, finance and repair things sometimes wonder if their "secular" 
work matters. A woman working in a hospital nursery knows her work counts, but what if she works in a 
horticultural nursery? Is God pleased with those who nurture shrubs as well as infants? Cashiers or truck 
drivers survey their wages and status and have even more doubts. They wonder if a job with better pay or 
status would remove those doubts.  
 
 But a vague sense of guilt can plague successful professionals, too. They wonder if they serve God 
when they design cars, software, and toasters, when they sell chairs or insurance.  
 
 Some have the idea that business is second class, a notch below "full time Christian service." But 
even "full time ministers" can feel second rate. Pastors can feel inferior to the most spiritual worker - the 
missionary. After all, missionaries leave home to serve. Even missionaries have ranks. Those who serve 
people in Africa outdo missionaries to Western Europe. Pilots and mechanics stand below teachers and 
evangelists. Evangelists in established areas bow before frontier church planters. But no one can equal 
pioneer translators. Noblest of all, standing at the pinnacle, are translators who live in the jungle, without 
electricity, in a snake-infested tree house. 
 
 Viewed this way, our rankings sound silly. But lots of people think some callings are superior to 
others. In the 2000 presidential campaign, a reporter discovered that a certain candidate had donated only 
$600 to charity the previous year, though his income was nearly a million dollars. When questioned about 
this, he replied, "I have given my life to public service."  
 
 Did the politician believe he need not give money to others because he has already given his life? 
We could ask him a question. When he says, "I have given my life to public service" does he mean that 
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bakers, physicians, garbage collectors and secretaries don't serve the public? If all bakers, truckers, 
garbage men, and politicians disappeared on the same day, who would we miss first? 
 
 Maybe that's unfair. We might miss the baker, the trucker or the garbage collector first, but we 
need our political leaders, too. We need the services of every legitimate vocation. Society certainly needs 
politicians with hearts for justice and the public good, but political service isn't uniquely noble. Neither is 
the work of a missionary.  
 
 No honest calling is intrinsically superior to any other. Before God, all true vocations are equal. 
Cashiers and corporate leaders, cabinetmakers and icemakers, are all one before God. He will ask each of 
us the same questions on the last day. 1 
 
Did you honor me by honing the skills I gave you?  
Did you honor the parents, mentors, friends who invested themselves in you? 
Did you use your abilities to provide for your family?  
Did you promote your neighbors' good and bless mankind?  
Were you my agent, through whom my people received answers to their heartfelt prayers?   
 
 This is an especially important question: Does your work answer the legitimate desires and 
prayers of God's people? If the answer is "no" – if nothing you do brings God's blessing to anyone, then 
you need to seek a new job if you can. But let's turn to God's ideal. 
 
 Gospel ministry is a noble calling. I hope our church has the privilege of sending many men and 
women into Christian ministry. There is always a need for talented men to lead the church as preachers 
and pastors. It is a good calling.  
 
 But pastors are no more holy than any believer who serves God day by day, using their gifts to 
meet the legitimate needs of this world's citizens. Factory workers, cashiers, advertisers, mechanics, 
bankers, scientists can all see their work as God's call, as their gift to the world.  
 
The happiest results of a calling – desire, fruit and employment   
 
 Someone once said, "Vocation is where our deepest passion and the world's deepest longing 
meet." We are happy and the world is blessed when we use our deepest gifts. And if we have a rare gift – 
one for which the world longs – what a blessing to use it. 
 
 How then might we find our calling? First, an assumption; God only calls us to legal, legitimate 
activities. No matter how good you are at running drugs or guns, God doesn't call you to that. Some jobs 
are trivial – guessing weights at carnivals. But others cause great harm.  
 
 We must quit evil jobs – jobs that require us to sin. But if our work is more empty than evil, we 
may search for other work, but we aren't obligated to leave it, if that is how we provide for ourselves or 
our family.  
 
 Second, the more experience you have, ordinarily, the better we will know our gifts. Self-
knowledge is vital. I've formulated a small visual to describe the way we find and live out a strong sense 
of call. It's a sturdy triangle. Each element strengthens the others. The elements are desire, fruit, and 
employment. A knowledge of our gifts starts the process. 

 
1 G. Veith, God At Work 



 
  
 
 

 
"Desire" is the thrill an engineer feels as he sees a problem and prepares to solve it. Desire is the professor 
who says, "I teach for free; they pay me to grade papers." Desire declares, "I would do it for free," if 
money were no object. Solomon says, "When God gives any man wealth and possessions, and enables 
him to enjoy them, to accept his lot and be happy in his work - this is a gift of God (Ecclesiastes 5:19). 
 
 "Fruit" means the engineer's solution works, the doctor's patient improves, the entertainer's crowd 
goes home happy and enriched, and the teacher's students learn. When there is fruit, “people workers” 
hear things like, "Thank you! This was just what I needed."  
 
 We should pray for fruit. Moses said, "May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; establish 
the work of our hands for us - yes, establish the work of our hands" (Psalm 90:17). The fruitful woman 
"sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks" (Proverbs 31:17). Her trading is 
profitable, her family is well-clothed and honored, and she can assist the poor” (31:18-23).   
 
 "Employment" means that someone asks the worker to return again and again. That may entail a 
regular, paying job. Employment means someone believes you can bear fruit continually and wants to 
secure your services. As Proverbs says, "Do you see a man skilled in his work? He will serve before 
kings; he will not serve before obscure men" (Proverbs. 22:29). 
 
 The three elements fortify each other. Desire for a task improves the quality of our work, making 
it more fruitful. If desire ever flags, it is rekindled when we see the fruit of our labors. Fruit also leads to 
employment. Employers think, "We could use her talents here." Once employed the worker hones her 
craft through practice and the guidance of mentors. That increases desire and fruit yet further, as we see 
gifts confirmed.  
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 Some people – especially in certain times and places - have little hope of upward mobility. 
Sometimes we get stuck. Sometimes we aren't free to pursue the use of our highest gifts. We have to stay 
where we are. We may need to stay so we can care for aging parents or so our children can stay at the 
school that is best for them. Paul speaks to this in 1 Corinthians 7. 
 
 
A third calling: The call to a place - in Corinth 
 
 Some Christians in Corinth were dissatisfied with their place in life. In 1 Corinthians 7, Paul 
answers questions from Christians who were unhappily married to pagans (7:12-16). Others were trapped 
in the worst possible work: they were slaves (7:21-23). Yet Paul said these can be a call, too. He speaks to 
marriage first. 
  
 Christians who married pagans before their conversion wondered if divorce was the best option. 
No, Paul says, marriage is permanent (7:10-11). They should take comfort, for God sets apart the family if 
just one spouse believes (7:14-15).  
 
 He then added something striking: A couple is not bound to remain together at all costs. If the 
unbeliever wants to leave, Paul says, let him go (7:15). He explains "How do you know, wife, whether 
you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife" (7:16)?  
 
 It's hard to tell if Paul is optimistic or pessimistic about saving the marriage: Does "How do you 
know?" mean "Your spouse may yet convert"? Or does "How do you know?" mean "Don't cling. Your 
spouse might never convert"? 

 

 We can't tell if a situation is hopeful or hopeless. But as long as we have been called to marriage, 
it doesn't matter so much if we think the marriage is doomed or destined for renewal. No one knows the 
future. We should leave the results to God. We shouldn't seek a divorce just because we're feeling 
pessimistic. And we can't compel an unbelieving spouse to stay – no matter how optimistic we feel - if 
they are determined to leave. We must accept God's call, his life assignments. 
 
Life assignments: marriage, heritage and work 
 
 This principle applies far beyond marriage. Paul says, "Each one should retain the place in life that 
the Lord assigned to him and to which God has called him" (7:17). That is, we have no right to flee a hard 
marriage, if God called us to it, assigned us to it.   
 
 The call to a place is a "life assignment." God posts us to relationships and tasks, beginning with 
the call we had when we came to faith. This is so vital Paul repeats it twice: "Each one should remain in 
the situation which he was in when God called him" (7:20). Again, "So, brethren, in whatever state each 
was called, there let him remain with God" (7:24, Revised Standard Version (RSV).  
 
 Some people want to change circumstances all the time, imagining that will cure their problems. 
There are a few exceptions, but as a general rule we should stay where we are, whether married or single, 
whatever our work or heritage. We should not desert God's assignment. One exception: singles who are 
being called into marriage (7:8-9)  
 
 Our heritage is also a calling. In Paul's day, people asked, "Are you Jew or Gentile?" Today we 
ask, "Who are your parents? Where are they from?" It doesn't matter if your parents were professionals or 
laborers, educated or illiterate. It doesn't matter if they were devoted and virtuous or not. We may need to 
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label or understand the flaws in our past so we can break with them. We should label the strengths too, so 
we imitate them. But what counts is not your past but your obedience today.  
 
 Paul illustrates using the extreme case of slavery. Paul asks, "Were you a slave when you were 
called? Don't let it trouble you – although if you can gain your freedom, do so" (7:21). Given what we 
know about slavery in antiquity, this is astonishing. Paul tells slaves: "Don't let that bother you" 
(Contemporary English Version (CEV), as if slavery were "no problem" (Greek: mhv soi melevtw).  
 
 Paul is not endorsing slavery. He is telling believers how to live where they were, within an 
entrenched institution: 
 First, he says everyone belongs to someone. Believers are "bought at a price." As a result, free-
born men are now "Christ's slaves" (7:22). And slaves who belong to Christ are spiritually free.  
 Second, our spiritual liberation is so radical that, by comparison, even enslavement matters little. 
God may summon us to a new occupation. If not, he gives old occupations new meaning. Slavery is less 
onerous because God oversees it.  
 
 Our restless age needs this. When in distress, we shouldn't think first of a new job, city, or social 
circle. Think first of your call to Christ. If we belong to him, our circumstances fade. If this is true of 
slaves, then it is true of everyone. We can serve God in cramped places. He still rules our masters – 
parents, bosses, and mentors. We can be content wherever we are, without changing marital status (7:1-
14), ethnic status (7:18-19) or economic status (7:21-23). We can remain in our place as we remain with 
God (7:24). 
 
 We are an impatient generation, quick to flee unsought burdens, so we must ponder this. 
Nonetheless, Paul is neither a Stoic, nor a fatalist. But Paul told slaves one more thing, "If you can gain 
your freedom, do so" (7:21b). 
 
Improving our calling  
 
 "If you can gain your freedom, do so" qualifies the command to stay in our place. Paul allows 
flexibility. The unmarried and the widowed may marry if they find celibacy unmanageable (7:8-9, 27-28, 
36-40). The married should not divorce – unless the partner in a mixed marriage insists on leaving (7:10-
16). Slaves should remain in their place – unless they can gain their freedom.  
 
 Sometimes change is good and necessary. There were legal ways to escape slavery: by 
manumission or by purchasing one's freedom. Paul forbids slaves to desert their masters, but if there is a 
legal path to freedom, he says, take it.  
 
 Paul's prison experiences clarify his teaching. He remained in jail if necessary, but he also used his 
Roman citizenship to gain release, if possible (Acts 21:39ff, 22:25-29). He never resorted to bribery, 
(Acts 24:26); that was illegal. But he did leave when officially released (Acts 16:26-39). He knew he 
could serve God in jail; he also knew he could serve better if free, so he sought release. 
 
 So we may not leave a position if leaving violates a law, abandons a duty, or violates a promise. 
Promises are sacred, even if we regret them. We have no right to question bedrock duties to family, friend 
or employer, however painful it may be to fulfill them. But sometimes we can fulfill duties to employers 
in new ways. Perhaps we are ripe for a fresh challenge. We may be able to move within our company, 
which would be good. But it is no sin to change employers, if we do it the right way.  
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My story 
 
 I've taken a new calling several times: After grad school, I pastored a small church in Maryland 
for several years. Then two colleges contacted me; I'd always wanted to be a college professor, so I did 
that for five years. It was a sweet, fruitful time, but I had to teach lots of survey classes. I longed to teach 
more advanced students. Two seminaries approached me. When Covenant Seminary in St. Louis 
described the person they were seeking, I told Debbie, "If they aren't looking for me, they're looking for 
someone a lot like me”. That means gifts, desire and fruit – with hope of more fruit. 
 
 I was happy as a regular professor for four years. Then for four years, I took the calling of vice 
president. They were hard years, professionally. I still taught a full load, so that I essentially had two  
full-time jobs. I spent half my time using my secondary, even tertiary gifts in leadership and 
administration.  
 
 There is a saying "The need is the call." I don't believe it. Indeed, the idea that we should take on 
the next big need we meet is dangerous. Activists try, fail and get discouraged. The job doesn't stay open 
until the right person arrives.  
 
 But I thought this was different. I was called to that place and had some gifts for the work. The 
seminary needed an academic vice-president and I was capable. I agreed to do it for three years; in the 
fourth year we looked for my replacement.  
 
 When the four years were done, I kept the part of the job best suited to me: I taught, wrote, spoke 
at conferences and remained the academic dean. Life was good. Late in 2001, a Christian organization 
pursued me for a position that would probably be considered noble by most people. Debbie and I thought 
and prayed about it for a long time. One night when decision time neared, we went for a walk. After a 
while, we both stopped, looked at each other and both said, "I think we need to stay. I think we're 
supposed to stay in St. Louis." That's place again. 
 
 In 2002, a group from Central asked if I might be interested… probably not. Life was good, 
settled, easy. Why would I want to shake things up? About a month later, I was thinking about it again. It 
was as though the Lord put a question to me: Can you show me where in my word I say "choose the easy 
life?" Besides, Covenant had seven good deans at the time and it seemed just possible that they would be 
OK with six. 
 
 The need spoke – a need that was close enough to my gifts – spoke to me. I hope you let the Lord's 
voice and the needs you see speak to you. Once we're called to Christ, the other two calls stand in creative 
tension. We want to live in the center of our gifts. But the world is messy. Our place may lead us to 
consider needs that match our secondary gifts. May I speak to life at Central? 
 
 We need ushers and greeters. Not glamorous jobs. But if you are friendly and reasonably 
organized, think: you could be the first friendly face a visitor sees. 
 We need children's teachers. "Oh, I'm better with adults" you say. I believe you. But good teacher 
can teach even if a touch outside the target group, yes? 
 There are many other needs. If you believe God called you to this place, then lend a hand.   
 
 Many of you do serve faithfully where you are – even in hard places. The Lord is pleased with our 
faithfulness and our sacrifice. Yet I must even be careful in this commendation: Our service does please 
the Lord, but it doesn't make him love us more. He already loves us perfectly, because whenever we fail, 
he sees the work of Christ. So we return to our first call. 



 8

 
 The Lord God is calling you to Christ – believe in him, belong to him. 
 Then serve him where you are – the place to which you are called – as you are – according to the 
gifts and particular calling he has given you. 
 



Knowing God’s Will 
Diagnostic Questions for Career1 

 
• What is the relation of your life to the larger, most ultimate reality of the Kingdom of God? 
 
• How is your present work as a student preparing for you to live out your vocation as a prime citizen 

of the Kingdom of God? 
 
• Where in the kingdom does God want you to work? 
 
• Where are the needs great? Where are the workers few? 
 
• Where are the temptations manageable? 
 
• With whom would you work? 
 
• How honest is the work you’re thinking of doing? 
 
• How necessary and how healthy are the goods and services you would help provide? 
 
• How smoothly could you combine your proposed career with being a spouse, if that’s also your 

calling, or a parent, or a faithful child of aging parents? 
 
• How close would you be to a church in which you could give and take nourishment? 
 
• Is your proposed career inside a system so corrupt that, even with the best intentions, you would end 

up absorbing a lot more evil than you conquer? 
 
• What would your career add to the “least of these”? 
 
• How would your career extend God’s kingdom ever farther into his creation? 
 
• What, when you do it, gives you a sense of God’s pleasure? 
 
• With what sort of things have you enjoyed success with in the past? In the present? 
 
• What sort of tasks have brought for you external confirmation of gifts and skills? 
 
• What do you love?  What do you not love? 
 
• What are you good at?  What are you not good at? 
 
• Who do you want to become? 
 
• Who else has a stake in your career choice?  How does your family factor in? Local church? 
 
• How can you surrender your gifts and skills for the good of the church and the kingdom? 

                                                
1
 These questions are culled from various resources, foremost of which is the final chapter of Engaging God’s World by Cornelius 

Plantinga, entitled “Vocation in the Kingdom of God”. 



No Voices In My Head 
God may or may not have told me to write this. 
by Bill MacKinnon 

I’m a lousy Christian.  

There. I’ve said it.  People say that admitting it is the first step.  What makes me a lousy Christian you ask?  Hidden sin? 
Lukewarm commitment? Worldliness?  

I wish.  

At least if it were one of those, I could do something about it.  No, what makes me a lousy Christian is something I don’t 
seem to be able to do anything about.  You see, God isn’t speaking to me.  He won’t give me assignments.  He didn’t tell me 
who to marry.  He was obstinately silent when I had to decide whether to take my current job.  He doesn’t give me secret 
knowledge about other people or situations.  In short, He isn’t doing for me what seemingly the rest of the evangelical 
church claims He is doing for them.  

Why not me?  What have I done wrong? Why this slight?  Everyone else has all this extra revelation straight from God.  
They’ve got intense feelings, and power, and special instructions and don’t have to make any of their own decisions.  God 
tells them what to do and when to do it.  In fact, some of them claim they don’t do anything until it is clear what God wants 
them to do.  If I waited for God to tell me what to do, I would never get out of bed.  All I’ve got is a Bible and the Holy 
Spirit within me. (at least, I hope He’s there. I can’t feel Him moving about, but the Bible says He’s there)  

I’ve done quite a bit of study on this issue and I’ve gathered quite a few theories and teachings.  God seems to be telling 
different people different things, but perhaps we can sort them all out and come to some conclusions.  

First is what I like to call the Ham Radio teaching.  I’m sure you’ve seen people fiddling around with the dials on a ham 
radio.  They twist and turn and adjust until the voices become clear.  The voices were there all along; they just couldn’t 
hear them until the right adjustments were made.  Some people say God is like that.  He’s always speaking.  He just can’t 
get through to us until we make the right adjustments in our lives.  As soon as these adjustments are made, His voice is 
loud and clear!  The adjustments generally involve getting rid of all sin in your life.  How lucky for the really good guys in 
the Bible like Cain and Jonah to get it right the first time. Oh wait…  

Second is what I call the Walkie Talkie theory.  If you have used a walkie talkie, you know that as long as you are 
speaking, the other party cannot be heard.  You can only hear them when you stop speaking and listen.  I naively thought 
that prayer was generally one-way communication with God.  But I’m told it is really two-way communication, and that I 
can’t hear God until I stop talking.  Then I’m supposed to listen.  How long I wait to see if God is going to say anything is 
directly proportional to my faith.  I apparently missed this part when Jesus taught His disciples to pray, but I’ll go back 
and look.  

Next on the list is the Easter Bunny theory.  God’s will is mysterious and he hides it carefully and then asks you to find it.  
People are always saying that they are “looking for God’s will for my life.” Things like strong feelings and coincidences are 
clues.  God wants you to do things, but He won’t tell you what.  But evidently He will hold you responsible if you don’t do 
what He wants you to do but won’t tell you.  Hold on, I’m looking up the verses that support that now….no, no, just a 
moment…no, not there.  Well anyway, I’ll find them later.  

There’s the Bull Ring theory.  Have you ever seen a ring in a bull’s nose? It’s not there because he’s rebelling against his 
parents.  It’s there for people to pull on.  When someone pulls on the ring in a northerly direction, the bull “feels led” to 
walk north.  When the person pulling the ring changes direction, quite remarkably the bull does as well.  I have probably 
heard the term “I feel led” or “I felt led” from other Christians more than any other phrase.  But when I ask them what 
“feeling led” feels like, they are at somewhat of a loss to explain.  From what I can gather, it’s a kind of strong desire or 
impression.  Well, if you can’t trust strong desires what can you…uh, never mind.  

One of my favorites is the Paxil theory.  Paxil is a drug that calms you down and gives you a feeling of peace.  I’m told that 
if I’m wavering between a number of options on an important decision, I should kind of semi-decide upon one, and see if I 
have a “feeling of peace” about it.  If not, move on.  Now the thing is, I don’t get stressed or nervous about much of 
anything.  So if “peace” is my main decision making criteria, most of the decisions I’ve made in my life have been correct.  
Woohoo!  



Last but certainly not least is the Back to School theory.  Put simply, you can’t hear God’s voice until you learn how.  
Somehow, without it being recorded, it is known that all the folks God spoke to in biblical times had learned how to hear 
God’s voice.  How they learned it or what is involved in learning it has never been fully explained to me.  If I ever do learn 
it, I will gladly teach it to others, but only if they call me “sensei”…  

Well, that was fun.  There’s a whole lotta teaching goin’ on out there about God speaking.  They all seem to be a bit 
different but perhaps we can find a common thread among all or most of them.  I think I’ve spotted it.  Have you?  The 
common theme among most of these (which although I’ve presented them in a tongue and cheek manner, are common 
and serious teachings) is that God is trying to speak to people and often failing to get His message across.  

So now I have a question.  Is that a picture of the God of the Bible?  Does the God of the Bible try?  Does the God of the 
Bible fail?  Is the God of the Bible limited by the failures and foibles of His creatures?  Did Abraham “feel led” to go to the 
land of Canaan or did he hear God speak loud and clear?  Did God hide Jonah’s mission to Nineveh ?  Was all the sin out 
of Job’s life when God spoke to him from the whirlwind?  Did Moses have to learn to hear God speak from the bush?  In 
short, where the heck did all these ideas come from?  Certainly not the Bible.  

If you email me and tell me I’m putting God in a box I swear I will hunt you down and kick you in the shin.  This isn’t 
about what God can do.  This is about what we can teach.  And (hopefully) we can agree that our teaching authority and 
doctrine comes from the Bible, not the voices in our heads.  God can do whatever He wants.  But we can’t teach whatever 
we want.  

What does the Bible teach about God speaking?  Well obviously God spoke to people in many ways:  the burning bush, 
angels, a voice, writing on the wall, etc.  Notoriously absent are things like impressions, feeling led, and feelings of peace.  
When God wanted someone to do something, He told them and they heard and understood. Period.  They didn’t always 
like it, and they didn’t always obey, but they heard.  How could they not?  Were they more powerful than God? Are you?  Is 
there anything within your power or imagination that can keep God from getting a message to you?  Who do we think we 
are? 

God may choose not to speak to you, but if He does speak, you will hear.  

Please don’t come back and quote me the “if you have ears to hear” verses.  Read those in context.  To “hear”, as Jesus was 
employing the term didn’t mean to hear, as in perceive with your auditory appendages.  It meant to accept and obey.  
Obviously the crowd “heard” him in the sense that I’m talking about.  

It is curious to me that if someone in a typical evangelical church stood up and said an angel spoke to him and told him 
that God wanted him to be a missionary to Africa , we would be very skeptical at best.  Yet if that same person stood up 
and said that he “just really feel led to go to Africa to be a missionary”, the "amens" and applause would be deafening.  Yet 
the former is biblical and the latter is not.  

So, should we be looking for angels or burning bushes?  No. Moses wasn’t looking for one.  We shouldn’t be looking for 
anything.  What we should do is read our Bibles.  You want to hear God speak?  If you have a Bible, you have thousands of 
years of God-inspired instructions, messages, exhortations, rebukes and praises right at your fingertips.  Why do we think 
we need more than that?  God’s will for your life is written there.  God’s instructions for living are there.  To want them 
piped directly into your brain is just foolishness and laziness.  Worse, it opens you up to the worst kind of doctrinal errors.  

So in conclusion, a lousy Christian I may be, for many reasons.  But my inability to hear God’s voice isn’t one of them.  I 
have a Bible, and God speaks to me whenever I open it.                    

 


